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SUBJECT: TOP UDP LEADERS RELEASED EROM DETENTION 
REE FREETOWN 0924 

1. PRESIDENT STEVENS TODAY RELEASED EROM PRISON THE UDP LEADERS 
DR. MOHAMED FORNA AND IBRAHIM BASH-TAQI, WHO HAD BEEN DETAINED 
SINCE THE FALL OF 1970. ALSO RELEASED WAS THE WIDOW OF BRIGADIER 
BANGUR, THE EXECUTED FORCE COMMANDER WHO LED THE ABORTIVE COUP 

IN MARCH 1971. EX-BRIGADIER DAVID LANSANA WHO PREVENTED STEVENS 
FROM TAKING POWER AFTER THE 1967 ELECTION WAS RELEASED LAST WEEK. 

2. STEVENS HAS BEEN TELLING PEOPLE FOR OVER A MONTH THAT HE INTENDED 
TO RELEASE ALL THE DETAINEES (SEE REETEL). THE TIMING OF THE RELEASE 
WAS A GREAT SURPRISE, NONETHELESS, AS STEVENS ORDERED IT ONLY HOURS 
BEEORE HE LEET THE COUNTRY ON A FOUR WEEK TRIP TO SWITZERLAND, 
ETHIOPIA AND CANADA. 
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3. COMMENT: THE RELEASE OE EORNA AND BASH-TAQI UNDERSCORES 
STEVENS CONEIDENCE THAT HE HAS THE SECURITY SITUATION WELL IN 
HAND. IT WAS TIMED EOR MAXIMUM IMPACT AND WILL ALLOW THE 
PRESIDENT TO TAKE THE POSTURE OF THE CONCILIATORY NATIONAL 
LEADER WHO HAS SET HIS HOUSE IN ORDER DURING HIS FOREIGN TRAVELS. 

THE EMBASSY NOW EXPECTS THAT THE STATE OE EMERGENCY WILL NOT BE 
RENEWED WHEN IT RUNS OUT JULY 18. 

OLSON 
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